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1 CHAIR MOLINA: All those opposed?

2 VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Carroll, Hokama,
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Johnson, Mateo, and Pontanilla,
Vice~Chair Kane, and Chair Molina.
NOES: None.

ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT : None.
EXC.: Councilmember Tavares.

MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION: FILING of communication.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you. Thank you, Members.

COW-3 (2) HAWAIT STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (HSAC)

(APPROVAL OF WIR BOARD DIRECTOR AND
APPOINTMENT OF HSAC REPRESENTATIVE AND
ALTERNATE C.C. No. 05-21

CHAIR MOLINA: We have one final item to deal with today,

that is Committee of the Whole Item 3(2), Hawaiil
State Association of Counties (HSAC) Approval of WIR
Board Director and Appointment of HSAC
Representative and Alternate by a correspondence
dated March 8th, 2005, Councilmember Kane requested
consideration of, one, conditional approval of his
appointment to the National Association of Counties
Western Interstate Region Board of Directors pending
formal nomination by HSAC, and two, the appointment
of a member and alternate of the Maui County Council
to serve on the HSAC Executive Committee.

At this time, as the subject nominee, the

Chair will ask Member Kane for his comments on this
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matter.

VICE-CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Chair. Admittedly it is

awkward -- very frankly, it is awkward for the way
this memo is written in asking for the nomination of
myself, but it's being done because primarily the
Western Interstate Region has already recognized me
as one of their Board of Directors and that this
role would simply be a formal -- formal recognition
via this process of acceptance by this body as well
as the -- our respective county brothers and sisters
in the other counties.

I will say that if there is any other
member -- and please forgive me, Chair and Members,
there is no intention to be presumptuous in me being
the one. It was written this way simply because
I've already been recognized as the -- one of two --
one of the voting members in this board. If there
is any member that would like to be considered in
this role, then the process is basically set up to
have the Hawaii State Association of Counties
Executive Committee take into consideration those
people and they would make the request or the
nominations, which would come back to us.

So if there is any member that would object

to me continuing my role as that, I think this is
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the appropriate place for that to be heard, and that
as the -- as your representative on the HSAC
Executive Committee, I'd be more than happy to
forward names in addition to my name to represent us
at the Western Interstate Region. So, Chair, those

are my comments.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Member Kane.

Members, anyone on this body would like to
consider themselves for the nomination to the WIR
Board of Directors as suggested by Member Kane at
this time? Seeing none. The Chair would like to
just offer his comments. I know, Mr. Kane, you have
worked very hard at representing our concerns of the
Maui County Council on the HSAC body. So for me, I
have personally no objections to you continuing in
your role as not only an HSAC representative but
also a member of the Board of Directors for the
Western Interstate Region.

And I believe at this time the Chair would
also like to consider a nomination as an alternate
for Mr. Kane in case he is not able to attend any of
the functions related to HSAC or WIR. I believe it
should be more appropriately for the Western
Interstate Region activities. Any nominations or

congiderations for alternate -- well, before we do
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that, let's -- Chair would -- I think might be more

appropriate to conduct the vote, but before that we

have a question from Member Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman, my only suggestion would

be that we take the WIR request first, and then if

you would then move on and entertain consideration

for HSAC reguirements.

CHAIR MOLINA:

MS. KAWASAKI:

CHAIR MOLINA:

MS. KAWASAKI:

Okay, thank you.
Mr. Chair.
Staff.

May I please clarify. With respect to WIR,

the HSAC bylaws indicate that there is a person that

would be approved, actually two positions, on the

WIR board, and should that person not be able to

attend,

it is actually HSAC that selects the

alternate for the WIR position. And in addition to

that, with respect to this particular WIR situation,

the reason why it's on the agenda today is because

the budget session is beginning soon and Committee

of the Whole would not have been able to have an

opportunity to discuss this. So the actual formal

nomination that will take place at HSAC is

anticipated on March 21st. And so this particular

motion needs to be conditioned upon that formal

nomination. It's really just a formality because

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.

(808) 524-2090



COW 3/15/05 89

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

CHAIR

Councilmember Kane is already recognized as the WIR
person on -- in one of those board seats.

So if we can just have it clear that this
particular vote is conditioned upon receipt of that
formal nomination from HSAC.

MOLINA: Okay. Thank you very much, Ms. Kawasaki-Lu.

Member Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I was just wondering if staff

CHAIR

could formulate an appropriate motion for us on
this.

MOLINA: Okay. Staff. Thank you, Member Anderson.
We will formulate a nomination that is appropriate
to the matter beforehand. Are there any other
comments regarding Mr. Kane's nomination prior to

the Chair making a recommendation? Member Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: My comment to my colleagues this

morning is maybe two to threefold. My first comment
is that unfortunately our absence at the Western
Region board meetings has been noticeable. We have
received comments from our sister state
agssociations. We are one of 13 states in the
Western Region, which just in geographical terms is
the largest region of our national association,
which includes also the State of Alaska and moves

inland all the way towards new Mexico, Colorado, and
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the Dakotas.

I'm in support of having Mr. Kane endorsed by
our Council to represent us at the Western
Interstate Region and again, my comment is based
upon because of not our people, or I should say Maui
County's people, not fulfilling its requirements of
positions taken at a national level, but in response
to the lesser degree of participation by those given
that responsibility from our sister counties, and,
you know, somebody may think it's harsh, but that's
the realities, you know.

The last few NACo presidents that I have
served under and have the privilege to have always
said we're not here to build someone's resume. We
are here to do the organization's work. And
appointments to such boards and organizations needs
people that will make themselves available, put
forth the appropriate effort, and to provide the
work needed so that the organization can better
represent counties such as ours.

Mr. Kane has shown again and again his
willingness to attend meetings even on an unofficial
basis. He has shown his dedication to represent not
only this County but all State counties of Hawaii at

those meetings, and so I'm more than happy to
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support the request by HSAC to have this formalized.
And again, Mr. Chairman, all association members of
the Western Region, all 13 states, has the ability
to send two directors to official board functions.
And so this is not anything out of the ordinary.
This just brings into compliance that the State of
Hawaii wishes to exercise its maximum options in
fulfilling its role with our sister states in the
Western Interstate Region organization. Thank you.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Member Hokama. Any other
comments before the Chair makes his recommendation?
Seeing none. The Chair will entertain a motion to
nominate Mr. Kane as the representative or Board of
Director for the Western Interstate Region
contingent upon approval at the March 21st HSAC
meeting.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: So moved.

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Second.

CHAIR MOLINA: It's been moved by Member Hokama, seconded
by Member Mateo. Member Hokama, as the maker of the
motion, discussion?

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: I'm happy to relingquish the floor,
Chairman.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay, Committee Members? Member Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. I think
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CHAIR

we're very lucky to have Mr. Kane willing to
volunteer for this position. I know he's put a lot
of time and effort over the years in HSAC, and his
knowledge of the organization and of the County of
Maui and his willingness to go to these meetings is
a great advantage for us, and I'm in whole support
of his nomination. Thank you.

MOLINA: Thank you, Member Anderson. Any other
comments? And as noted by Staff, in the event of
Mr. Kane not being able to attend, should he be
selected by this body to be the WIR Board -- on the
Board of Directors, the alternate will be determined

by the HSAC body. So saying -- Member Kane.

VICE-CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Chair. I just wanted to

thank my colleagues who have spoken in support of
me. I want to thank them for their continued
confidence in the role. I have to tell you, to
expand just a brief bit, about the Western
Interstate Region. As we all know, the western
states are geographically the largest states, and
this does include some considerable -- very
interesting places to travel to. Most recently last
October in Cheyenne, Wyoming for first snow fall.
Prior to that it was Ogden, Utah, so very

interesting places that we have to go to meet and
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have discussions.

Unfortunately I was unable to attend the
legislative conference in Washington, D.C. that our
colleague Council Chair Hokama attended, and it was
unfortunate that the person that we discussed in our
previous HSAC meeting who agreed to be there for
whatever reason was unable to get there in a -- to
actively participate, but nonetheless, that was just
one of those things that happened and I can assure
the body that I will do my best to make sure that
I'm at every meeting that is scheduled for us to be
at and I will provide in the future reports on the
discussions.

And I can tell you that the issues that
impact the Western Region at first glance may not
seem like we fit into the package, but I can assure
you probably one of the main things is the
endangered species act and it impacts a lot of
different people in the Western Region just as much
as it does us, as Hawaii is probably the known world
renowned as a place that has the most amount of
endangered species on the brink of extinction. So
it's very important for a lot of people, in
particular the western states. And although

sometimes we have contrary views, the discussions
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CHAIR

are very good and are beneficial to both the State
of Hawaii, our County as well, as well as the
Western Interstate Region. So thank you for the
support of the members, and I'll do my best to
fulfill the obligation of the position. Thank you.
MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Member Kane. Any other
discussion? Seeing none. All those in favor of the

motion, signify by saying "aye."

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR

VOTE:

MOLINA: All those opposed?

AYES: Councilmembers Anderson, Carroll, Hokama,
Johnson, Mateo, and Pontanilla,
Vice-Chair Kane, and Chair Molina.

NOES: None.

ABSTAIN: None.
ABSENT : None.
EXC.: Councilmember Tavares.

MOTION CARRIED.

CHAIR

ACTION: APPROVAL of Dain Kane to the National
Association of Counties (NACo) Western
Interstate Region (WIR) Board of
Directors pending formal nomination by
HSAC.
MOLINA: Thank you. The Chair will mark it
unanimous. Eight, zero, with one excused, Member
Tavares.
Members, this concludes our agenda items for

today. Are there any announcements? I'm sorry.

Staff.

MS. KAWASAKI: Mr. Chair, there's an outstanding item with
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1 respect to this particular agenda item. It's with
2 regard to the nomination of an HSAC representative
3 as well as alternate.

4 CHAIR MOLINA: Brief recess. (Gavel).

5 RECESS: 11:48 a.m.

6 RECONVENE: 11:49 a.m.

7 CHAIR MOLINA: (Gavel). Committee of the Whole meeting

8 for March 15th is now back in session. Thank you

9 for that break, Members. The Chair was remiss in
10 not recognizing the nomination for HSAC
11 representative at this time for the body to
12 consider.
13 So at this time -- currently right now we

14 have Member Kane as our HSAC representative with

15 Member Hokama as our alternate. The Chair would

16 like to open up the floor to anyone who would like
17 to have themselves considered for the HSAC

18 representative post. If there's any consideration
19 for nomination, please let it be known. Member
20 Hokama.
21 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Chairman, I would just speak at
22 this time in favor of my colleagues considering the
23 continuation of Mr. Kane as our HSAC representative.
24 Currently Mr. Kane serves not only us but our sister
25 counties in the role of President of the State
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Association, and in the past of course the counties
through the various history of HSAC has chosen to
have certain counties hold certain positions of
leadership at the executive level.

I can tell you that a few years ago we did,
again, because of either term limits or other
changes in the makeup of various Councils, HSAC I
would say tried its best, but in my estimation was
not able to maintain the level of standards that we
have all expected that organization to perform at.
Mr. Kane has come in as President, has brought back
the level of confidence, has brought back higher
visibility as well as the stature that even at the
State Legislature, members of the Senate and the
House look at and take serious consideration upon an
HSAC position.

Not only that, but with the advance of the
needs of the organization to move forward with its
own financial requirements, Mr. Kane has shown
leadership to our County's hosting of various
conferences the ability of Maui County to not only
perform at its standard, but exceed the levels of
expectations that a conference provides the State
Association. So I think Mr. Kane's record speaks

for itgelf. The whole State Association is

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(808) 524-2090



COW 3/15/05 97

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHAIR

CHAIR

benefited by his continued presence and leadership
at that level, and I for one am more than happy to
ask my colleagues to return him to that position.
Thank vyou.

MOLINA: Thank you, Member Hokama. Any other
discussions or comments?

MOLINA: Member Kane.

VICE-CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Chairman, and I would also

ask that consideration be given to have Council
Chair Hokama continue as the alternate because of
his hands-on experience and being our senior member
within the HSAC organization, and being one of the
current Board of Directors at NACo, I think he
serves well at providing the ability in the absence
of the representative that he can come right behind
and pick it up without missing a step. And I think
Mr. Hokama has done an excellent job of doing so.
And of course I thank Mr. Hokama for his
words of confidence for my continuation, and I would
respectfully appreciate the continued support from
the members and will do so with the guidance of this
body as well as with the -- with the close work that

we do with our sister counties. Thank you, Chair.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Kane. Member Anderson.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Mr. Chair, I'd like to move to
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approve Dain Kane as our representative to HSAC.

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Second.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And our Chair, Riki Hokama, as
the alternative.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Second.

CHAIR MOLINA: Okay. All right, the motion has been made
by Member Anderson to approve Dain Kane as the HSAC
representative and Riki Hokama as alternate, with
gsufficient authority to formulate a slate of
officers for HSAC. That's part of the
responsibilities of these two nominations, Members,
for your information. Any discussion to the motion
on the floor? Member Anderson, as the maker of the
motion.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Mr. Chair. Again, I
think we're fortunate in Maui County to have two
Council members who take this responsibility
extremely seriously. They're experienced
legislators. They can go to these meetings and
represent Maui in a very experienced way and come
back to us and report to us any information that we
need to know that's going on within the State
counties. And, again, I just think we're fortunate
to have two members who are willing to give up their

personal time to do this, so I hope we have full
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support.

CHAIR MOLINA: Thank you, Member Anderson. Any other

comments as it relates to the nominations on the

floor or the motion on the floor? Member Kane.

VICE-CHAIR KANE: Thank you, Mr. Chair, and my

appreciation for the continued vote of confidence.
I will tell you that this organization, the Hawaii
State Association of Counties either directly or
indirectly has impacted some major legislation or at
least policy statements from our body in particular.
I'l1l note that the smoking bill that was passed that
was supported unanimously by all members of this
body was a product of what came out of the HSAC
committees, and which led to Statewide with the
respective counties all adopting smoking ordinances.
Also, the more recent adoption unanimous by
this body of the EIS request for the super ferry was
a discussion that wasg held last year as the -- as we
hosted -- Maui County hosted at the -- in Member
Johnson's district, the Kapalua Ritz Carlton, where
we had not only a good turn out but I think we had
excellent discussion on the issues that were
discussed there. And so I want to thank Member
Anderson for carrying the ball to the end regarding
the policy statement of the EIS super ferry

i
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requirement or request, and I think HSAC serves its
purpose well and we look forward to continuing
bringing forward things that are important to our
County as well as the State. Thank you.
MOLINA: Okay, thank you, Member Kane. Any other
comments as it relates to the motion on the floor?

Chair would just like to offer his comments.
First, the Chair will be supporting Mr. Kane's
nomination as well as Mr. Hokama's. I believe over
the last several years they have represented Maui
County's concerns very well and to articulate our
needs to the various HSAC members. So I'm more than
happy to recommend the nomination of these two
individuals.

Seeing no other discussion, the Chair will
call for the vote. All those in favor, signify by

saying "aye."

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE.

CHAIR

CHAIR

MOLINA: All those opposed?
MOLINA: Thank you. Chair will mark it unanimous,
with one excusal, Councilmember Tavares.

Now I believe we are totally complete with
all of our agenda items for today. Any
announcements? If not, the Chair would like to

thank everyone for your participation today, for
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your dedication and professionalism.

Seeing no

other announcements, it is just about 12 noon,

meeting of the Committee of the Whole is now

adjourned. (Gavel).

ADJOURN: 11:56 a.m.
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STATE OF HAWAII )
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proceedings had in the foregoing matter.
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